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DETAILED ACTION 
SPECIFICATION 
Abstract 

The abstract of the disclosure is objected to because of its length. An Abstract 
should be limited to no more than 150. Correction is required. See MPEP § 608.01(b). 

CLAIMS 
Summary 

Claims 1 and 8 are the independent claims under consideration in this Office 

Action. 

Claims 2-7 are the dependent claims under consideration in this Office Action. 

Claim Rejections - 35 U.S.C. § 102 
The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 
A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(a) the invention was known or used by others in this country, or patented or described in a printed 
publication in this or a foreign country, before the invention thereof by the applicant for a patent. 

Claims 1-6 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(a) as being anticipated by 
Yoshikazu et al. (6,435,115). 

Yoshikazu et al. teach a sewing machine comprising a bed portion, an upright 
column portion and a head portion (figure 1), which is usable for embroidering a fabric 
material held within an embroidery frame 21 . The sewing machine is formed of a 
unilateral open structure (this is seen in the seam line to the right of character number 1 
in figure 1) and an integral bed. The sewing machine comprises the bed as having first 
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and second rails 16 (figure 2, for example) or 35 and 35' (figure 6, for example) placed 

parallel to the bed direction to the sides of the needle trajectory and extending towards 

the neighborhood of the upright column portion. A pair of carriages 18 and 5 or 41 and 

41' (figure 6, for that embodiment, for example) ride on the rails and are driven by belts 

38 and 38' in an U X" direction. A further rail 46 (figure 8, for example) is provided as 

mounted on the first and second rails. A carriage 48, 44 and 47 is provided for riding on 

the rails 46 for movement of the embroidery frame in the "Y" direction with the aid of a 

second rail support unit 48. See also carriages 6 and 7 in figure 2. One end of the 

second rail 44, 47 is attached to the first and second rails and the other end 47a is 

connected to the embroidery hoop connector for holding the fabric while embroidering. 

(b) The invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a 
foreign country or in public use or on sale in this country, more than one year 
prior to the date of application for patent in the United States. 

Claims 1-3 and 5-8 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. § 102(b) as being anticipated by 
Hayashi (5,887,536). 

Hayashi teaches an embroidery machine system where each sewing machine 
comprises a bed portion 10, an upright column portion 2 and a head portion 6 (figure 1 , 
for example), which is usable for embroidering a fabric material held within an 
embroidery frame 17. The embroidery machines of Hayashi are inherently formed of a 
unilateral open structure with thin walled components and an integral bed 7. The 
sewing machine comprises the bed as having first and second rails 30 (figure 1 , for 
example) placed parallel to the bed direction to the sides of the needle trajectory and 
extending towards the neighborhood of the upright column portion. A pair of carriages 
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37 (figure 8, for example) rides on the rails and is driven by belts 52 in a "Y" direction. A 
further rail 63 (figure 6, for example) is provided as mounted on the first and second 
rails. A carriage 64 is provided for riding on the rail for movement of the embroidery 
frame in the "X" direction One end of the second rail and carriage is attached to the 
first and second rails and the other end 65 and 18 is connected to the embroidery hoop 
connector for holding the fabric while embroidering. A slide support 53 is provided for 
supporting the "X" direction carriage and rail and a third rail 83 (figure 10) with a 
carriage is further arranged on the bed for preventing the "X" direction rail from sagging 
and supporting the rail and slide support unit. 

PERTINENT CITATIONS 
The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. Ito et al., and Nakanishi illustrate a sewing machine including 
embroidery frame drives including directional rails. Johnson illustrates a sewing 
machine including sewing case construction with reinforcing braces. 

Drawings 

Figure 8 should be designated by a legend such as -Prior Art- because only 
that which is old is illustrated. See MPEP § 608.02(g). Corrected drawings in 
compliance with 37 CFR 1.121(d) are required in reply to the Office action to avoid 
abandonment of the application. The replacement sheet(s) should be labeled 
"Replacement Sheet" in the page header (as per 37 CFR 1 .84(c)) so as not to obstruct 
any portion of the drawing figures. If the changes are not accepted by the examiner, the 
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applicant will be notified and informed of any required corrective action in the next Office 
action. The objection to the drawings will not be held in abeyance. 

INQUIRIES 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Ismael Izaguirre whose telephone number is (571) 272- 
4987. The examiner can normally be reached on M-F (8:30-6:00). 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, John Calvert can be reached on (571 ) 272-4983. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
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For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. 
Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the 
Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like 
assistance from a USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the 
automated information system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272- 
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